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Cooper must reinstate fired 
state workers, judge rules 


BY WILL DORAN 
wdoran@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

The legislature’s recent moves 
to limit Gov. Roy Cooper’s pow- 
er led to Cooper illegally firing 
multiple state workers during 
his first days in office, a judge 
has found. 

If the rulings are upheld, tax- 
payers will have to pay thou- 
sands of dollars to those em- 


ployees, and Cooper will have to 
offer them their old jobs within 
the governor’s office back. They 
were hired under former Repub- 
lican Gov. Pat McCrory. 

It’s the latest development in 
the battle between the Demo- 
cratic governor and the Repub- 
licans who control the N.C. 
General Assembly. 

The cases involve at least 
three people fired from the 
Office of State Human Re- 
sources days after Cooper was 


sworn in. Those people then 
went to court to get their jobs 
back. 

One of them, Veronica 
Wright, won her case Wednes- 
day afternoon. Another, Steve 
Grant, won his case last month. 
The third, David Prickett, hasn’t 
received a ruling yet. 

Earlier this month, the state 
appealed the ruling in favor of 
Grant. It wasn’t immediately 
clear Wednesday if the attorney 
general’s office would also fight 


Wright’s legal win; the state has 
30 days to decide. 

The cases are connected toa 
different, broader lawsuit Coop- 
er has filed calling several new 
laws unconstitutional. The N.C. 
Court of Appeals dismissed that 
suit earlier this year, but the 
N.C. Supreme Court is now 
reviewing it. 


GOVERNMENT POWER 
STRUGGLE 
After Cooper defeated 


McCrory in November, the 
General Assembly began pass- 
ing new laws to limit the power 
of the governor’s office. One of 
those changes came in Decem- 
ber, when the General Assembly 
slashed the number of “exempt” 
state employee jobs from 1,500 
to 425. 

Exempt employees are those 
who don’t have the same strict 
protections from being fired or 
demoted that most of the state’s 
81,000 employees are guaran- 
teed. Those 425 exempt jobs 
typically involve politics, high- 
level management duties or 
both. 

“An exempt state employee is 
an at will employee who may be 
terminated at any time, for any 
reason or no reason, with limit- 
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Focus on 
Clinton 
instead, 
Trump 
tweets 


BY JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump 
raged on Twitter on Sunday 
about the investigations into his 
campaign’s ties with Russia, 
seeking to shift the focus to a 
litany of accusations against his 
2016 rival, Hillary Clinton, as 
the special prosecutor is report- 
edly poised to issue the first 
indictment in the case. 

In a series of midmorning 
posts, Trump said Republicans 
were now pushing back against 
the Russia allegations by looking 
into Clinton. But the president, 
who has often expressed frustra- 

tion that his allies 
J were not doing 
more to protect 
him from the 
Russia inquiries, 
made it clear he 
believed that 
Clinton should be 


Donald pursued more 
Trump forcefully, writ- 

ing, “DO SOME- 
THING!” 


He did not specify who should 
take such action, though critics 
have accused him of trying to 
improperly sway the inquiries. 

“Never seen such Republican 
ANGER & UNITY as I have 
concerning the lack of investiga- 
tion on Clinton made Fake Dos- 
sier (now $12,000,000?), the 
Uranium to Russia deal, the 
33,000 plus deleted Emails, the 
Comey fix and so much more,” 
Trump wrote. “Instead they 
look at phony Trump/Russia 
‘collusion,’ which doesn’t exist.” 

Trump was apparently re- 
ferring in his tweets to revela- 
tions last week that Clinton’s 
campaign and the Democratic 
National Committee had paid 
for research that was included 
in a salacious dossier made 
public in January by BuzzFeed. 
The dossier contained claims 
about connections among 
Trump, his associates and Rus- 
sia. 

The president was also reviv- 
ing unproved allegations that 
Clinton was part of a quid pro 
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BY TIM JOHNSON 
tjohnson@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

The security guard of the 
future is an all-seeing robot, 
endowed with laser scanning, 
thermal imaging, 360-degree 
video and sensors for all kinds 
of signals. 

Only, the future is now. 
Dozens of the self-propelled, 
wheeled robots are already on 
patrol in places like the Golden 
1 Center arena in Sacramento, 
a residential development near 
Tampa, and at venues in Bos- 
ton, Atlanta and Dallas. 

They are cheaper than hu- 
man beings, require no health 
insurance, never clamor for a 
raise and work 24 hours a day. 
They also sometimes do daffy 


m Security robots that scan parking lots, check warehouses and 
patrol sports arenas are growing more common. Before long, 
one might keep watch over your home. 


things, like fall into fountains. 

A Mountain View, Calif., 
start-up, Knightscope, 
contracts out four types of 
indoor and outdoor robotic 
sentinels. So far, it has put 47 
in service in 10 states. 

“We’re about to see a rising 
of this type of technology,” 
said Stacy Dean Stephens, a 
cofounder of Knightscope, as 
he stood beside a white model 
dubbed K5. “It’s very reason- 
able to believe that by the end 
of next year, we’d have a cou- 
ple of hundred of these out.” 

The Knightscope robots are 
both friendly, with calming blue 
lights, and imposing in size. 

“They get attention,” Ste- 
phens said. “There’s a reason 
they’re five-and-a-half feet 
tall. There’s a reason they are 
three feet wide, weigh over 


aa 


Coming soon: Security robots 
that — streets, guard homes 


BEN MARGOT AP 


Sophie Li of Cupertino, Calif., offers to dance with a K5 robot made by Knightscope, Inc., at a shopping center in San Jose, Calif, in this 
June 26 photo. One prominent San Francisco official is calling for a tax on companies that automate jobs once held by people. 


STACY DEAN STEPHENS AP 


Knightscope K5 security robots patrol alongside a pier in San 


Diego in this 2016 photo. 


400 pounds, because you want 
it to be very conspicuous.” 

The advent of self-propelled 
autonomous robots, though, 
has trod on a few feet, literally 


and figuratively. The robots 
blend three of the world’s top 
innovations: self-driving tech- 
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